ALLEGE 200 IN CITY TAKE OATH NOT T0 FIGHT FOR.U. S.

The Weather Report

For Bridgeport and vi-
einity: Falr and continoed
ecold tomight; BSatorday in-
creasing clondiness and
slightly warmer.

The Brivgeport Times

and Evening Farmer

The Kaiser’s Reply

His Satamic Majesty in a
lstter to the Kalser abdicates
his throns In favor of the
Hun Terror. Read the lat-
tar's reply on Pags G
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PRICE TWO CENTS

'WOMEN MOB FUEL OFFICE FOR COAL;
0ES WEST TO SEEK AIIl

MEMBERS OF WORKERS’

S

‘SICK BENEFIT SO

PLE

T |

Department of Justice Investigating Organization
Believed Teutonic in Nature, Following Dis-
covery Made Through Draft Questionnaire—

Subscribers Agree Not to Join Forces

of

America or Any Other Country—Federal
Agent Raids Headquarters in Fairfield Ave.

If the eitizens of Bridgeport were told that two companies
of the famous Brandenburger Guards, of the Kaiser's army,
were stationed in Bridgeport, they would be surprised. Yet ac-
cording to facls unearthed this morning by (he officials of the
Department of Justice, who are investigating the activities of
the Workmen's Sick and Death Benefil Society, such a siate of
affairs apparenily exists, and we have over two hundred ser-

vants of the Wilhelmsirasse in

The membern of thl: organization,
ascoordinge to the admission of Otteo
Volger, bartender in the Adams
Jouws, which has clubrooms at 310
Yatrfield avenus, (ake an oath wpon
joioing which reada “Will you pledge
yourself not to join the rosular United
fintes army or navy, Or Army or
navy of any other country, state
militia or police foroe in any form T

Charies H. Lane, agent of the De-
partment of Justice, rided the head-
quartars of this socloty, this after-
roon, sceking literanture and other
evidencs to be examined and uneed
eccording to the nature of the evi-
dence revealed.

At the TFederal building nothing
would be sald as to the nature of the
avidence collected.

The Workmen's Sick and Death
Henefit Fund has branches in 18
cities In this siate and the mem-
Liership of ench branch runs all the
way from 40 to G0 to several bhun-
dred, The big majortty of the mem-
bera are Teutoni¢d or of Teutenic
extraction. A largo number of the
members are American born and
there are o number of nalionalities
beside German and Austrian, but the
latter predominate and the heads are
gaid to be Potsdammers of the most
dangerons type.

The organimition has been in exist-
ence 10 years or more and has a
membership of 100,000 in this coun-
try. It poblishes a paper called “The
Solldarity,” printed In New York,
cvontaining a directory of the various
branches, classified by states. names
af the officers, news articles and edi-
torfaln printed in German and Eng-
lish.

Boside the seditions oath which
members are compealled to make, one
of the stromgest onts s absolute unity
between all members, by always oh-
gerving the rule never to bring
charges ngalnst the society or Indl-
vidual members in public or through
nEWEPAPers.

Whether Washington was aware of
activities of this society or notl, is not
known at the present time, hut their
literature his been distributed
through the country through the
mails and it was & sarprise to the
local officials when the filling out of

“ & questionnaire disclosed the real ne-
ture of the society.

Officlals of the society deny the
charges strongly, but it is helizved
that the Department of Justice would
not have neted so quickly and effect-
jvely If it had not in its poszession
sufficient reason for taking the dras-
1ic astion they did.

The branches of the society In
Commecticut are in New Haven, Nor-

(Contioued on Page 8.)

KALKERT SAYS HE
WAS ASSAULTED

On his way home from work, at
§ o'clock last evening, Edward Kal-
kert, of 3102 Maplewood avanue, 0
machiniat emiployed at the Bullard
plant, stopped in at & Falrfleld ave-

saloon for a drink,
1‘: hours later he was found ly-
iag on the wilk at South avenue and
Water streets, bleeding from numer-
cus cuts, his eves blackened and his
body covered with bruises. He was
taken to the emergency hospital for |
treatment, and there sald that he had

our midst,

20 PER CENT
BOOST FOR
(ITY TAXES

By placing a front-foot walmation
vpon  all property within the city
limits, the city administration plans
to keep the tax rate within distance

of the mill masrk by boosting the

grand list from $LG68,000,000 to newr
the two hundred milllon mark. With
the totil requisitions of municipal de-
partments in the nelghliorhood of
36,600,000, they inust be slushed enor-
mously by the Board of Apportion-
ment to get the rate as low as 22
mills, which Is 13 mills higher than
the rate on the 1916 st

In addition to the c¢normous addi-
tional expenditures levied by the ad-
ministration in the last few weeks
inciuding the salary grad, the two-
platoen system for the fre depart-
ment, and the creation of s=veral city
offices, the city has also to pay bond
interests, primarily for warr te, to
the extent of several hundred thous-
and dollars:

The Board of Relief faces a record
breaking session. i commis-
sioner has boosted 1y located
property to more than 000 a front
foot, while the residentiul distriets
will suffer accordi L

When the grap ist
and a definite fig
Eoard of

is completed
re presented to the
Apportionment and Clty
Auditor XNeating, It will show an
amount approximately 340,000,000 in
excess of New laven, the next larse-
eat cily, 'or an increase of $.0,000,001
ginca Bridgeport's 1915 grand list.

BROOKLAWN CLUB
WILL SAVE FUEL

Desirons of
nreas wish p' LI
¥. Siemon

wherever

conforming to the ex-
Administrator Carl
fiuel be conserved
' the Hrooklawn
Country club announced today that
the dinner Jance nad crogram of
moving piotures scheduled for tomor-

row rieht will be cancellad,

e r—— —

CIETY’

RESISTANGCE

IN H%PHTAL

Zela and Lounisa Tibador, aged 9
and 11 years, respectively, are dead,
and their mother, Mrs. Zela Tibador,
of 33 Ebbett's Lane, is in a dying
condition st the Bridgeport hospital
today, as the result of a gas leak
from 4 broken fixture in their homa,

The three were found lying in bed,
uneconscious, by =a neighbor, about
12:30 o'clock this noon, and the
emergency hospital was notified. Dr.
J. F. Keegan immediately responded,
and arriving, found the younger child,
Zeln, dead.

The second girl still had a spark of
life left in her, but efforts to revive
her were fruitless, and &he died
while an the way to the Bridgeport
hospital, In the ambulance. Mrs. Ti-
hador's condition is extremely dan-
gerous, and she is not expected to
live.

According to report, the gus pipe
in their room was broken, and a ras
was iwisted about the opening to
prevent the escape of gas. Failing to
see the children out in the street as
usual this morning, the neighbor who
found them broke into thelr houss to
investigats, with results as stated.

SAVE MUNITIONS
SHIPS ANCHORED
NEAR GREAT FIRE

Hoboken N. J., Jan. 4—TFiremen,
Unitad States soldiers and clvilians,
aided by New York fireboats and
railrond tugs, brought a stubborm
blaze under control after a fight of
severa] hours in the heart of the in-
dustrial section paralleling ihe gov-
ernment controlled water front here
today. Ehips loading supplies
were threatened.

A six-story manufacturing plant,
containing paper and other mill sap-
plies owned by the Gatti-McQuade
Co., wis destroved with an estimated
property loss of $250,000. Numerous
smnll fires, caused by =parks cartled
by a 40-mile wind, were checked Ty
the soldiers and eivillanz, while the
firemen, almost exhausted by their
efforts at 0 blaze elzewhere earlier in
the morning and handicapped by
weak water pressure. fought the
flames in the Gatti-McQuade building.

At the request of war departmaent
anthorities in New York the police
there sent firehoats which reached
Hoboken after ecutting their way
through the Hudscn river ice.

About 1000 soldiers gunarded the
distriet while alding in the fire fight-
ing. Clvilians were called on for pa-
trol duty. A munition factery n the
vicinity was mot touched by the
flames. Ssyeral firamen, overcome hy
e¢old, exhanstion and smoke, were re-
moved to hosptals.

-

———

Two Thousan

Munitions

Killed When Exploding

d Cossacks

Wreck Train

Stockholm, Jan. 4—A Haparanda dispalch says the mun
‘|tion depot on the Russian southwestern front was blown up re- |,et 1

l-

been asssulted and robbed by un- |cently and that all buildings within a radius of two kilometres |
|were destroyed. Two trains loaded with Cossacks on the way

kpown persona, of §70 in cash, & gold
watch ond  chain, ring, pin, eye-
plasses and other wvalunbles
matter 18 belng tmruu{n_ua

Tl::tothaDondst‘-twerewmeked,canﬁnnﬁlem of 2,000

cold in 4 most acute manner,

on ari i
ne wearing |l . < much food as she thought

| would be safe gfter so long a period

U. S. MAIL
CARRIER.
ON SKilS

Harbor Is Frozen for
Stretch of 90 Miles
—Towing Company
Boats Out of Commis-
sion—Shipping Com-
pletely Tied-Up.

With Bridgeport harbor so
completely frozen that mail is
being delivered by sleigh to the
Lighthouse, and,the weather
bureau forscasling econtinued
cold tonight and liltle hope of
any greal rise in temperature
in the near future, lhe outlook
is nol promising for aclivilies
along the waler front to resume
their normal state.

All of the togs of the Bridzeport
Towing Co. were out of commission
today as & result of trying to break
the ice for the past foriy-cight hours
and a hurry call was eent out for
steel shoes to fasten on the hows of
the boats to prevent them being
smashed any further,

It wus reported by the captain of
the 8 8, Seabourd of the Bridgeport
and New York line that the Sound
was frozen from Whitestone to the
Connecticut shore o distance of cloge
to ninety miles and that the big
beats which ply resularly on the
Sound are locked tight at thelr docks
at Fort Schuyler, It took the Sea-
beard twelve hours to reach her dock
upon arrival! hers,

Harbor Master ILamond received
word that two big Standard Oi! Co.
tugs are on their way here with a
large consignment of oil which will
reliave the threatened famine in lubri-
cants. The heavy stesl boats will ar-
rive here this afternoon and advant-
age will be taken at the time of their
arrival to widen the channel which
they will break throush the ice and
keep It open so that coal barzes can
be brought in.

Harbor Master Lamond will try to
use the Standard Ol boaizs to relleve
the fce bound situation In Bridee-
port harbor and has evers confi-
dence that by tomorrow morning the
harbor traffic will be In a fair way
to be resumed.

After fighting every inch of the way
up the ice choked Sound the steumer
Naougatoek eame Into Brideeport har-
hor at ID:45 o'clock 1ast nizht, hours
fate. In some places the ice was over
eight inches thick and it was almost
impossible to drive the bow pf the
toat throush it Captain Hancort
who was in command has been mak-
ing trips uwp and down the Sound
for many yvears and, in his opinion. it
was the hardest trip he ever made
The Naugatuck left for New TYork
this maorning as uson

The temoverature at seven o'clock
this mornige registered three degrees
below zero which makez the sixth
time that the mercury has gone be-
low zero in a week and the weather
burean in Washington =ives but slight
hope for anv rellef. The forecast,
howev-r savs that there rise of
temperntura in the northwest and
that the hsat wove 5 ™ming
{but when it is due in this section is
not stated,

Conditions along the water front are
but very little worge than they are
in the elty proper. Lawsers and oth-
ers who were obllged to be in the
county court house suffered from the
Courts

is o

|were held with every
their overcoats and busineéss was prac-
tically suspended.

Bdward Chadwick, the bullding su-
perintendent. exhausted iz efforts to
|obtain ecal, and finally declded to use

the pipes In the boiiding from freez-
|!m-'.' and gave up the atteMpts to heat
the offices.
There was not a sinzle bojler of the
n the buiMing which showed any
pressurs today., All th® lavatories
|wrm shut off and piPes emptied of
|water and no attemnt il be mada to
utiliga the majoritv of ™oms in the
ng_azain untll = -Mam. sip~
piy of tﬁd is om mn‘“

IL SCION OF

WEALTHY

Wrapped In Blankets
Frozen to Her Body
Mrs. Harriet Ward is
Found in Her Fashion-
able Home After Four
Days Without Food.

Wrapped in blankets and
comfortables which had frozen
stiff about her frail body, suf-
fering from cold and hunger,
and enjoying only the compan-
ionship of a little Japanese ter-
rier, Mrs. Harriel Montgomery
Ward, was rescued from death.

-The scion of one of the oldest and
finest families in Connecticut, and at
one time a woman of considerable
wealth, was removed to Hilside Home

|by local charities officlals vesterday

afternoon, when she was found virtu-
alily at the point of death, huddled in
a chalir in which she had sat without
food or warmth for the past four
days, in the fioofled, frozen kitchen of
her handsome residence at 63% Hunt-
ington Hoad.

Left in a decidediv weakened con-
dition by the combined effects of lier
harowing experiencs and her advanced
age, Mrs. Ward responded but slightly
to the treatment administered to her
at the poor house, and is today in a
serious atate. though expected to re-
cover. She will remain at the institu-
tion wuntil relatives have made pro-
vision for her comfort.

Alttough she bore skems of intense
suffering, Mrs. Ward retained all her
former spirit and nride when Pharma-
cist Alexander MacPherson, of the
emergency hospital staff, ealled at her
homa to take her to Hill Side, and ob-
Jected strepuocusly to going to the
poor-farm After an hour's argu-
ment, oweaver, she was persuaded to
change her mind, and when she was
assuredd that her dog, “Toto,” a val-
uabla littla animal, would be well
cared for during her absence, she
guite willingly consented to go. Mo-
Fherson was vcomuelled literally to
carry her to the ambulance. her own
tottering limbs refusing to  support
her slight weizht.

BEvidence came
Ward
that
her

to light after Mrs
had gone to Hill Side, to show
she bad been sitting zlone in
frozen, cheerfess kitchen for at
lenst four dnys, amnd that guring all
that time she had not fouched food
to her lips., The conditions found by
Pharmacist MacPherson in her home
weare. pitiful in the extreme.

The house iz a substantial,
built structure, equipped with a cost-
ly steam-heating plant, but this was
not in operation. The boiler in the
heating sy my had burst, as had
pipes and radiators, and these were
coated with iece, The room in which
Mrs. Ward sat was flooded, and part
of, the water was frozen, Thers
was no fire in a kitchen range mor in
a Egas stove; Not a bite of food was
to be found.

There was coal a plenty in tha cel-
lar bins, but the heafing plant was
not running because it needed re-
pair, and the plumber summoned

well-

ehst, |

what little he had on hand to keep |

some time ago had not called to do
the work. Furthermore, Mrs. Ward's
houselkesper. a woman who had lived
with her for some time, quit her em-
ploye about two weeks ago, leaving
her aged mistress to shift for herself
when last week's severe cold wave
came on.

A nelghbor yesterday discovered
Mrs. Ward's plight, and after giving

of hunger, notified the charities de-
partment of the unfortunate woman's
predicament, with results as described
shove,

Mrs, Ward's earesr has within the
past saveral years not besn without
n isfortune. Before heor marriage sha
was a New Haven girl, Harrlet Mont-
gomery Atwater, daughter of a well-
to-da merchant ‘and financier, who,
tn his day, was president of two of
the -largest banks in the Elm city.

Miss Atwater was notad for her
obharm and beauty, and was ocourted

~ w on Page ©)

FREEZES

TROLLEY SERVICE
MAY BE HALTED

Textile Plant Lays Off 500 Men This Morning, Be-
ing Unable to Run Several of Its Depart-
ments Owing to Shortage—Hysteri-
cal Women Rush Police.

mic life,

cal fuel offices,

Throe policemen wers swept aside
and the frantic housewives pleading
and threatening, demanded that they
be given fuel or the death of their
children would result. Few of the re-
quests conld be granted and the wo-

unable to get fuel

The city's bakeries are threatened
with belng compelled to sospend
operations; the Connecticul Co, is re-
ported to have about exhausted its
supply; Siemon promised 50 barges of
coal, has given up faith in the federal
pledges of ald and has sent W. F,
Severn, of the A. W. Burritt Lumber
Co. to Detroit to Investigate the pool-
ing s¥ystem in vogue in that city. It
will be applied to Bridgeport and it is
hoped will assist in solving both the
household and factory snpply condi-
tions.

The suffering of famiiies has been
forther incressed by their Inability to
even purchase kerosene with which to
fill the small stoves procured hy the
hundred from local stores. Gas heat-
ers in many homes were today out of
commission, the fluid having frozen
in the pipes.

The meagre coal supply for homes
in possession of local dealers has
dwindled until the bins are empty and
the fual committea this morning waa
foreed to reduce its allotments from
one-half a ton to one-quarter of a ton
for each costomer. The 30 lcensed
street peddlers were todsy cut off en-
tirely, leaving the local fuel office the
only headaguarters where the suffering
might apply for relief.

men were forced to leave the offics

Bridgeport today finds itsell face to face with a fuel short-
age which threatens the foundations of ils industrial and econo-
With no reliel visible to members*of the loeal fuel
commitiee, scores of factories are threatened with closing. The
Salls Textile Mills today suspended 500 men, being unable {o
operate several of the departments of the mills,

The anthracite shortage, affecting the city at a time when
it is experiencing a cold wave of record breaking length and
hitterness, is causing intense suffering throughout "
This morning hundreds of hyslerical women, mohbed the lo-lf"

the gjt_};

| The committee has appealed to tha
city administrotion for financial and
! moral add.

"I'm discournged with government
promises'" sutd Siemom today, “the 50
| earloads promise hosn't materialized
and telegrams to Washington don’t ido
any good. I've tazlked to Administra-
tor Russell and bhs hasn't heard a
word about fhe shipment. TUnless re-
lief is had by Monday or Tuesday face
tories will have to #lose, as their sup-
plies will be exshusted by wen

The pooling of all factory coal was
dlscussed at a meeting of the Manu-
facturers’ asoclation executive com-
mittee last night, which was attended
by Blemon., The movement was start-
ed by a vote of the commiftes in
which all agreed 1o the proposition.

Severn will investigate the pooilng
system in Detroit thoroughly. "Upon
his return a joint meeting is planned
of committees representing all per-
sons Interested in the sitoation, In-
cluding commlittees from the Chamber
of Commerce. Manufacturers' n=socia-
tion, FEridgeport Business Men’s as-
soeiztion, Fue! commitiee and a com-
mittee representing the people, to ba
appointed Ly the mayor.

The Retail Dealers” association has=
also agreed to the pooling of hard cosl
for domestic nse, and upon this ac-
tion it was learned that at least $5,000
would be needed for expenses and it

| will be carted in quarter ton lots. Tha

Manufacturers' assoclation offered to
pledge the entire amount, but Cheir-
man Siemon deferred acceptancs on

(Contlnued on Page 3.)

ENTENTE ALLIES LIKELY
T0 GIVE RECOGNITION TO
BOLSHEVIK GOVERNMENT

Russo-Cerman negotiations, the Dally
Chronicle says, are likely to cause the
weastern power to give de facto recog-
mition to the Lenine government in
Russia. A statement of Entente al-
led policy of a democratic character,
it adds, soon will be sent to Russia.
M. Litvinoff, who has been ap-
polnted amBassador to London by the
Bolshevik, the Daily Chronicle con- !
tinues, ,may receive de facto recognl-

Buchsnan, the British ambassador to
Russia, who iz reported on his way
home, may be replaced by a diplomat

! the

tion as smbassador while Sir George | regime,

London, Jan. 4--Developments in the | prises, may quite possibly witness a*

revival of war, if not in the most ae
live form £ might at least be a sul-
lenly defensive war necessitating the
keeping on the frontier of a consider—
able German force. It wonld at Jeast |
prevent those plessant and. profitabie
commercial exchanges which Gar-
man} hopes for,
“Asspyming such situation and
consolidation of Bolshevik
power, provided failure to extract a
peace does not wreck the Leanine
then recognition of that
power as & de facto government fol-
lows, BSince that s0, & Soocialist
would be a logieal representative of

a

S

In sympathy with the ldeas of reve- | that government and Maxim Litvinoff

lutionary Russia.

The statements apparently are
based on a contribution by “a diplo-
| matie eorrespondent.” The writer
says that owing to the Bolshevik dis-
covery of German duplicity anything
| may happen.

‘“Thare are,” he says “thres
coursss: The Bolsheviki may give
way, ths Germans may give way, or
there will be & rupture of relations
The first is hardly likely in view of
Forelgn Minister Trotzky's declara.
tion. The second is possible, for thi
Germans are past masters in the art
of specious compromise, But the
| third is most probable, since the Bol-
sheviki have exhibited a perasplcacity
whioh was hardly expected in this

who has been appeinted, s & liksly
enough occupant of the embgssy.™
Referring to the retirement of Sir
George W. Buchapan, the British
ambessador to Russia, whose services
are praised pighly, the writer says:
“In his ce probably would be
sent & diplomsat in marked sympati®
with the ideas of revolutionary Rus
aia.
“Be that as it may, we may expect
soon =ome new statement of policy
with regard to Russia, which, should
it lean townard the Iatest develop-
ments and democracy, would un-
doubtedly then thas Allied
ecause {n Rusaie.”
The Bolshevilki| have fixed the open-
{ng of the constitutional assembly for
Jan. 18, provided there I8 prexent at |

strer
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